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	The selected document is “No rent manifesto,” which was authored by William O’Brien. The document discussed the scenario where the National Land league advised all the farmers to cease paying their landlord’s rent. Many Ireland citizens relied on farming as their primary socio-economic activity. However, poor policy development by the government that rarely considered the farmers resulted in the push for no rent payment by the National Lands league. The primary role of the league was testing land acts and determining whether the developed policies were aimed at improving the lives of all citizens. Through a closer evaluation of the “No rent manifesto” document, we understand the primary persuasive strategies employed by the authors and the primary arguments made justifying the need to pay rent. In this context, the paper will discuss the persuasive strategies employed by William O’Brien.
	The authors of the article used fact-based information to plead with Ireland farmers not to pay farm rent. Being a political activist, O’Brien felt that the people deserved better, improved, and fair treatment by the government. Moreover, O’Brien needed to persuade the farmers that despite using the rented land to generate income, there was no need since the government had grossly violated their rights. An appropriate example outlining fact-based information employed by O’Brien in convincing Ireland farmers not to pay rent is when he mentioned that the “government relinquishes the existing system of terrorism and restores the constitutional right of the people.”[footnoteRef:1] During the creation of the “No rent manifesto” document, the Ireland citizens had served greatly from poor land reforms made by the government. From 1845 to 1852, people faced a great famine that resulted in mass loss of lives.[footnoteRef:2] O’Brien and his colleagues felt that such factual information would appeal to the people and convince them that the government did less than expected in protecting people’s lives through better living standards. However, the factual data used by O’Brien did not contain detailed information. O’Brien felt that stated that “against the passive resistance of the entire population military has no power. Based on this statement, O’Brien applied the use of facts to appeal to the audience.[footnoteRef:3]. There are various forms of resistance that include passive and non-passive. Refusing to pay farm rent depicted passive resistance fostered in the “No rent manifesto” document. The use of fact-based information made the document’s authors connect and identify more with the Ireland farmers. [1:  O'Brien, William. "No Rent Manifesto." Freeman’S Journal, 1885.]  [2:  Ibid., 1]  [3:  Rogers, Nicholas. "Civic Nationalism: An imagological analysis of the transformations within twentieth century Scottish nationalism." Master's thesis, 2021.] 

	The fact-based strategy used by the authors of the “No rent manifesto” document prepared the farmers for the most likely occurrences if they collaborated and participated in the passive resistance. Nonviolent action, such as passive resistance, is a source of power for those who are excluded from the political process. In the context of a larger movement for social change, it has been a potent tool. The authors of the manifesto knew that people had an idea of the most likely impacts of such practices and needed to assure the audience that their sacrifice counted for today and future generations. In the “No rent manifesto” document, O’Brien outlined that “do not be daunted by the removal of your leaders.”[footnoteRef:4].  Based on the above statement, the leaders of farmers who refused to pay rent were faced with the challenge of relinquishing their power. Such practices were likely to trigger fear among the farmer, prompting them to surrender. However, O’Brien understood this aspect and used factual information to win the audience’s confidence and convince them. Through the use of fact-based information, the people believed in the statement made in the “No rent manifesto” document hence the success of using factual information as a convincing strategy. [4:  O'Brien, William. "No Rent Manifesto." Freeman’S Journal, 1885.] 

The credibility and morality of the speaker were emphasized by the author. Authority, self-confidence, and respect for the speaker are all factors. To put it another way, we must have faith in the speaker before we can trust what they have to say. It’s common knowledge among investors that they don’t put their money into “ideas” so much as “excellent teams.” Even if you have a great business idea, investors won’t back you if they don’t believe you and your team can put it into action. Additionally, “No rent manifesto” represents invoking the emotions of the audience (both positive and negative)[footnoteRef:5]. As a result, the pitch or speech must make the listener feel something in order to be effective. Feelings might range from happiness to sadness to hope to fear to pride to intrigue. We will not enthusiastically support the speaker if we are left chilly and unmoved as an audience. The nice flow of communication made the document more convincing hence in the long run remaining helpful to the relevant audience. [5:  O'Brien, William. "No Rent Manifesto." Freeman’S Journal, 1885.] 

Despite the fact that it was marketed as a tenant-rights organization, it was actually a grassroots movement organized by members of the IRB and financed by American separatists. The Advanced Nationalists, who had previously pushed for avoiding parliamentary and constitutional politics, changed their tune with this New Departure. Through supporting and assisting politicians like Parnell, the goal was to promote an independent Ireland under the guise of ‘Home Rule.’ During the first Land War, the United States provided the Land League with hundreds of thousands of pounds. Land League organizers heeded the American side of the Fenian movement, and many Irish Americans returned to Ireland and participated actively in INLL activities over the disapproval of the IRB Supreme Council. It was common practice in Land League strongholds to target landlords who held positions of authority because of the Land League meetings and posters that preached Advanced Nationalism[footnoteRef:6]. It was a gigantic propaganda engine for the Advanced Nationalists, embarrassing and tormenting local government officials in the name of an independent Ireland free of what was considered English rule at the time. Because of the Land League’s reliance on the grassroots organizing abilities of Feminism, it is rhetoric, and organizational structure was a success[footnoteRef:7]. Despite the fact that large swaths of rural Ireland had become unmanageable, the Irish people did not revolt against British rule. As we’ll see in the following section, this strain of Advanced Nationalist rhetoric was crucial to the future success of Irish political actors calling for Home Rule in their homeland. [6:  O'Brien, William. "No Rent Manifesto." Freeman’S Journal, 1885.]  [7:  Beckett, James Camlin. The making of modern Ireland 1603-1923. Faber & Faber, 2017.] 

Additionally, O’Brien used to appeal to pathos to persuade the audience on the importance of not paying rent. Appeal to pathos refers to the appeal to the audience’s emotions. Basically, O’ Brien’s manifesto mainly targeted the working-class individuals in Ireland. In most cases, the working-class individuals face many socio-economic challenges, unlike other socio-economic classes such as the elites and the middle class. Based on this aspect, the authors of the “No rent manifesto” document felt that appealing to the Ireland farmer’s emotions would enhance their appeal of not paying rent. An appropriate statement in the “No rent manifesto” document depicted the author’s appeal to the farmer’s opinion is “our exiled brothers in America may be relied upon to contribute, if necessary, as many millions of money as they have contributed thousands to starve out landlordism and bring English tyranny to its knees.”[footnoteRef:8] The emotional perspective based on the above statement is that many of the Ireland immigrants in the U.S were exiled while trying to end landlordism in their mother country. The mention of the exiled individuals created a somber atmosphere where individuals could relate the suffering of the exiled individuals while in their line of duty. Generally, the strategy of appealing to the audience’s emotions is mainly aimed at showing the seriousness of landlordism and the need for everyone to act regardless of their position in society. [8:  O'Brien, William. "No Rent Manifesto." Freeman’S Journal, 1885.] 

The language used in the document is more convincing, and everyone could get on board. The author says that “Fellow-countrymen, the hour to try your souls and to redeem your pledges has arrived.” Such a statement is a motivating factor that triggers people to give a trial. The author, in this case, depicts his level of convincing. Further, the author points out that “Do not be daunted by the removal of your leaders. Your fathers abolished titles by the same method without any leaders at all and with scarcely a shadow of the magnificent organization that covers every portion of Ireland today.[footnoteRef:9]” The phrase is so encouraging since it provides an example of a successful activity that was carried out in the same manner. In this case, the audience is able to oversee the success that they are fighting. O’Brien, although he could be a potential leader, he tries to show people that they can never succeed without him. This a high level of confidence manifested by O’Brien as well as an informed convincing strategy. [9:  O'Brien, William. "No Rent Manifesto." Freeman’S Journal, 1885.] 

	Phrase repletion was another vital strategy employed by the authors of the “No rent manifesto” document to convince the farmers of the importance of not paying rent. Several statements in the manifesto are repeated to emphasize and outline the magnitude of paying rent. The most repeated phrase throughout the “No rent manifesto” document is “…one more.”[footnoteRef:10]. Based on the phrase mentioned above, O’Brien effectively used the phrase to persuade his audience on the importance of not paying rent which was the primary way of getting governments attention. Through various policies, the government had continuously undermined the rights of the citizens. An appropriate example of a policy used by the government to undermine citizens’ rights was the Coercion Act that was also known as the Protection of persons and property act of 1881[footnoteRef:11]. The Coercion Act authorized citizen’s trial by court-martial, vested more power of Lord-Lieutenant, and suspended Habeas Corpus. Through repetition of several words and phrases in the “No rent manifesto” document, O’Brien effectively showed that not paying rent was meant to push for reform in the land sectors and other avenues, such as the criminal justice system. [10:  Ibid., 1]  [11:  Beckett, James Camlin. The making of modern Ireland 1603-1923. Faber & Faber, 2017.] 

The author concludes the document with a strong message to the people. He says, “…stand passively, firmly, fearlessly by while the armies of England may be engaged in their hopeless struggle against a spirit which their weapons cannot touch; act for yourselves if you are deprived of the counsels of those who have shown you how to act;…[footnoteRef:12]” The statement gives hope to all those who were fighting not to pay rent. It provides a high level of confidence to every individual fighting for their right. Further, it is a manifestation that it is the people’s right to fight for whatever is right. The phrase also removes fear from all those who were willing to give up, and they are encouraged to fight further. [12:  O'Brien, William. "No Rent Manifesto." Freeman’S Journal, 1885.] 

	In conclusion, the “No rent manifesto” document played a significant role in communicating the importance of not paying rent. The act was seen as passive resistance, which was meant to seek various reforms by the government. During the manifesto development, various activities were taking place in Ireland that included the land war of 1879-1882, agriculture depression, and deterioration of the national economy. O’Brien, renowned activists felt that not paying rent was an effective way of airing the citizen’s grievances to the government. Failure to pay rent mainly targeted Ireland citizens whose primary socio-economic activity was agriculture. Other individuals involved in creating the manifesto were Charles Stewart, Michael Davitt, and John Dillion. To effectively appeal to the Ireland people, O’Brien mainly targeted the working class and used simple and precise language to relay his message. The primary persuasive strategies employed by the authors of the “No rent manifesto” document were the use of fact-based information, appealing to pathos, and repetition.
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